
 

Crossover Downtown 

Outreach Ministry is a 

faith-based,  

interdenominational 

mission established to 

provide free 

emergency food, 

clothing, household, 

personal items, and 

youth programs to 

those most in need in 

our community.  

Providing faith based 

services and 

programs, showing 

the love of Christ, 

restoring hope, and 

rebuilding lives. 

 
 

*Thank you for the GENEROUS donations by individuals, the Stella & Frederick Loeb Charitable Trust, 
the Child Welfare Society of Flint, the Burroughs Memorial Trust, and the Doris A. Sutton Family 
Foundation!  You make an amazing difference in the lives of children in need!  

What a fantastic year for our campers!  Two groups 
of underprivileged youth were blessed with the gift 
of summer camp at Camp Chickagami in Presque 
Isle, MI this year thanks to you!  Our first group 
were middle school age and our second were 
elementary age.  Everyone had a wonderful time 
swimming, making crafts, singing and worshiping, 
playing in a waterfall, and more! 
 

When life is a daily struggle, when choices must be 
made between food, water and heat and electricity, 
the gift of camp is precious and cherished!   
 

Thank you for giving this opportunity to children to 
see just what is possible with faith, hope and love! 
 

Special letters from the children are enclosed! 



comfortable, confident, prepared, and ready to learn!   

 
A recent Flint Journal  

article proclaimed Flint  
the poorest city 

in the nation!   
 

We proclaim Flint the  
most GENEROUS and  

UPLIFTING city  
in the nation  

thanks to friends  
like YOU! 

   

Thanks to you, children started school  

  
 

Each child received 2 new outfits including 6 new 
pair of underwear and socks, a voucher for new pair 
of shoes, and a new backpack filled with school 
supplies. 
 

As our community continues to struggle to recover 
from the water crisis and widespread poverty, we are 
so very blessed to have your help breaking down 
barriers to success!  Because of you, 238 children 
went back to school knowing that generous strangers 
are helping them, showing them the love of Christ, 
restoring hope and rebuilding lives! 
 

God bless you! 

Each year, because of friends like you, we are able to bless 100 families and 20 
senior citizens with a full Thanksgiving meal so they may enjoy fellowship and 
love with their families without worrying where the money for the extra food will 
come from.  
 

How can you help provide HOPE this Thanksgiving? 
1. Sponsor a family. (Your gift of $50 provides a complete Thanksgiving meal for a 

family in need—please use the enclosed envelope to make your donation!)   
2. Donate non-perishable food items!  (What makes Thanksgiving dinner special to 

you? Sweet potatoes, gravy, corn, green bean casserole, stuffing? Additional items 
are always needed!)   

Thank you for helping Give HOPE!  

It takes many hands and many hearts to provide for 
100 families each Christmas.  New toys, books, and 
pajamas for children in need, something small for 

mom and dad, and blankets and towels for the 
family help make the season blessed in households 
where even the basics are hard to come by!  With 

YOUR help, we provide HOPE for these 
families.    

 

How can you help?  There are many ways:  
 

Sponsor a Family 
(you and your loved ones can shop  

for a specific family)   
 

Make a Monetary Gift* 
($150 purchases gifts for an entire family and 

we’ll do the shopping for you!)   
 

Donate Time 
(we always need help wrapping gifts!) 

   
If you are interested in giving HOPE this 

Christmas, please call 
Crossover at  

(810) 234-2479. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Envelope Enclosed 

*Thank you for the GENEROUS donations by individuals, the 
Jennings Memorial Foundation, the Rotary Club of Greater 
Flint Sunrise, and our anonymous donor!  Thank you also to 
the Needlework Guild of America (NGA) for your generous in-kind 
donations! 
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On November 1st, we begin giving out warm winter coats to those in need!   
 

Did you know that we give NEW Winter Coats to children?   
455 children received a brand new, warm winter coat between November 1st and 
December 31st last year!  Children were warm all winter thanks to you!   

 

Did you know we give gently used warm winter coats to adults?   
476 adults received a gently used, warm winter coat in 2016!  

 

We welcome donations of new and gently used coats as well as hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, etc.!  Thank you 
for all you have done and continue to do to uplift those in need here in Flint and Genesee County! 

We look forward to another year of warming people; body, heart, and soul! 

DO YOU HAVE A NEIGHBOR IN NEED?   
We provide free emergency food once a month, clothing and personals once every two months, and household 
items for those moving into a new home.  Please share what we do with those who can give and those who 
need a helping hand!   

*Thank you for the GENEROUS donations from the Child Welfare Society of Flint and Individual Donors who allowed us to 
purchase new coats for kids!  Thank you NGA—Needlework Guild of America for donations of new coats as well!  



Dear Family and Friends,

Crossover was founded in 1991 to provide quality 
services in a clean and caring environment free from 
judgement and full of love and respect for our 
clients.  Over the past two decades, we have built a 
solid reputation with good stewardship of the funds 
entrusted to us by hundreds of private donors.   

As we maintain our commitment to be good stewards of the funds entrusted to us, we constantly evaluate 
opportunities to improve our ministry.  The biggest threat to our ministry today, and in the future, is the 
condition of our current facility.  It gets costlier each year to keep our facility in good condition and maintain 
our status as a safe place where our clients, volunteers, and staff feel loved and respected. 

We have put a great deal of thought into the decision to construct a new building.  Our current facility is nearly 
100 years old and was never intended to support the diversity of services and programs the community 
demands of Crossover.  Put simply, our ministry has outgrown our building.  As such, the board of directors 
made the decision in 2016 to move forward with a plan to construct a new facility adjacent to our current 
building on West Court Street.   

Crossover is committed to exploring new ways to break the cycle of generational poverty for our clients and 
their families.  While our ministry provides free emergency food, clothing, household, personal items, and youth 
programs to those most in need in our community, we know we can’t do it alone.  Through construction of our 
new building, we will cultivate partnerships to offer a range of services on site that address many needs.  So, 
whether its putting food on the table or financial literacy training, our new facility will host programs that meet 
the needs of the community through collaboration, not competition. 

We are committed to a building built with stewardship in 
mind.  That means investing in energy efficiency and 
renewable energy systems that allow us to spend donor 
dollars on food, not utility bills. 

The water crisis was a monumental challenge.  The demand for 
our services and the need in the community grows each 
month.  But where others see a crisis, we see opportunity to 
build a new approach to serving the community based on love, 
respect, basic human dignity, and faith in Christ. 

Please join us in our mission to serve the people of Flint as a 
participant in our Financial, Human, and Material campaigns to 
build a legacy for the next 25 years of Crossover! 

Sincerely, 

Craig Leavitt Herb Wansitler Jr. 
Executive Director Board President 
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Building on our Legacy • Ensuring our Future



 
We offer our deepest sympathies to 
those who have suffered the loss of 
a loved one and we are truly grateful 
for the loving donations in their 
memory. 
 

Maryetta Mueller:  by Reba 
Walling, Floyd & Mary Robinson  

Martin Vallee:  by Gene & Beth 
Dolby 

Jo Davis:  by Gene & Beth Dolby 

Dick Behm:  by Gene & Beth 
Dolby 

Tracy Adkins:  by Dawn Vallee 

Walton Jeffery Minkler:  by the 
Dakota County CDA Staff, Jim 
Urner, Ben Boswell, James 
Schaffer, Craig & Sarah Leavitt, 
Chris & Loretta Crawford, Evan 
& Alicia Crawford, Elaina Ann 
Conklin, Claire Conklin, Tawas 
RV Park LLC, Gloria Williams, 
and George & Dawn Maguire 

 
Thank you for helping those less 
fortunate while honoring loved ones 
or celebrating the milestones in 
these peoples lives: 
 

Mr. Carl Rosborough’s 90th 
Birthday:  by Joseph & Ruth 
Thrash 

Rev. Dr. Doug & Dr. Barb Mercer:  
by James & Patricia Brenay 

Mrs. Bernice Lirones:  by Joseph 
& Ruth Thrash 

Summer at Crossover was full of loving, 

caring individuals and groups 

volunteering their time and talents to help 

those less fortunate.  In addition to our 

wonderful “regulars”, youth and adults 

from St. Mary of Good Counsel Catholic 

Church (Adrian), St. Joseph Catholic 

Church (Adrian), and St. Elizabeth Parish & St. 

Dominic Chapel (Tecumseh & Clinton), Mott 

Community College’s Center for Teaching and 

Learning, and Alma College 

came to Crossover and 

helped sort school clothing, 

pack backpacks, wrap 

Christmas gifts and more! 

Page 3 The Helping Hand   Volume 25  Issue 3   Fall 2017 

Crossover participated in the Convoy of 

Hope held at Bassett Park on September 

16th.  People attending the event received 

free haircuts, portraits, health services, 

food, and more.  Those in need of clothing 

were able to board a bus (provided free by 

MTA-Flint) to Crossover to receive help!   
 

Through this program, we uplifted 174 

individuals with the blessing of clothing as 

well as some household items!    

Transportation provided by: 

We also had some groups collect items and bring them 

to Crossover to bless our neighbors in need.  Special 

thanks to the MOMS Club of Grand 

Blanc, UAW Local 659 Women’s 

Committee, & 

the Davison 

House of Cards 

Robotics 

Team. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE 

We were sad to lose one of our Crossover Family this year.  Maryetta Mueller was a 
fierce supporter of those less fortunate and we were blessed to have her helping 
Crossover as a volunteer, member of and Vice President of the Board over the years. 

 

We are honored to have the following individuals join the Crossover Board of 
Directors:  Heather L. Nevicato (CSUMC), Richard Ruhala (FirstPres), Lionel 
Wernette (FirstPres).  Lionel Wernette has taken the leadership role of Vice President 
and we are grateful for the knowledge and business experience he brings to the table.  


